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The contest of Bellerophon is far more likely to be a picture of
the drying up, "by means of the sun's rays, of the furious moun-
tain torrents which flood the corn-fields. Others, again, have
thought that the Chimsera represents the storms of winter con-
quered by the sun.

The next adventure in which lobates engaged Eellerophou
was an expedition against the Solymi, a neighbouring but
hostile mountain tribe. After he had been successful in sub-
duing them, lobates sent him against the warlike Amazons,
hoping that among them he would be certain to meet his death.
We here, for the first time, come across this remarkable nation
of women, with whom other Greek heroes, such as Heracles and
Theseus, are said to have fought; and it will not, therefore, be
foreign to our object to dwell here on their most important
features.

The Amazons appear in legend as early as Homer, though he
only mentions them incidentally. They were said to be a
nation of women, who suffered no men among them, except so
far as it was necessary to keep up the race. The women, on the
other hand, were trained from their earliest years in all warlike
exercises; so that they were not only sufficiently powerful to
defend their own land against foreign invaders, but also to make
plundering incursions into other countries. Their dominions,
the situation of which was at first indefinitely described as in
the far north or far west, were afterwards reduced to more
distinct limits, and placed in Cappadocia, on the river Thcr-
modon, their capital being Themiscyra in Scythia, on the
borders of Lake Mseotis, where their intercourse with the
Scythians is said to have given rise to the Sarmatian tribes.
Later writers also speak of the Amazons in Western Libya.
Of the numerous stories rife concerning them, none is more
tasteless than that of their cutting off or burning out the
right breast, in order not to incommode themselves in the